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THE RIGHT WORSHIP | 


FVLE & THOMAS LEIGH | 
KNIGHT. AND BAR ONET,. >, 
-AND TO THE VERTVOVS | 
. and Religtous Lady Wary Le:gh 
his deare and louing, Contort. 


AM not onmind:-' 
full of the favours b 
lj and courttf1es (Right 
| Worll. )receined from 
Wi your much honoured 
Sur) 4 >) Grand-father S"Tho. 
= mas Leigh,(of bleſſed 
SEG memory) at my firſt . 
comming mtoEngland, 
how in my diſtreſſe his liberall maintenance re: 
freſhed mee: And in all thoſe Jeares that I had 
the honour to belong vnto you, how trations and. * 
bountiful T found you both: ſhould I ſulence theſe 
your benefits beſtowed on mee, and not acknow- 
” tedge them to the world , my conſcience ſurely 
EE | 7 4 would 


. * 
: 
- 
* 

: : | 

bi 

. . 


. ngratitudo, ho- 
- tis gratiz 1n1- 
mica ſajuris, 


1 would accuſe mee ee of ingratitude, a Vice aboms- 
\. * Peremproria able and batefull both to God and\ 200d men * 
kquidem res oft 77 avoude which,I haue preſumedito publiſh, and 


offer to the world vnder both your names this my 


' Bernard -rmo- little tranſlation, of the Treat and learned Ca- 


ne 2, de ſeprem 


; Miſeticordi)s, 


meron; not for any hope Thaye by this, or any 
greater ſervice to: requite; your favours to mee, 


but only to teſtifie that 1 confeſſe and acknows © 


ledge Gods goodneſſe_ towards mee in fins ling 
fuch a ſhelter that hath recemed hep pt mee ſafe 

\m a land where Twas a ſtranger. For Ck cons 
fanours towards mee, the Lord of heauen and 
earth reſtore you an hundred fold into your bo- 


: ſomes, -and gine:your VVorſhips grace'to ſee (4s 


Jour ERutarable Grand fathers haue done )your | 


| | childrens children like Oliue Bs round a- ' 
7  dour your table. 


| Receie' then this [mall mite as a ten of the 
i bounden ſernice of him,who nceſſantly prayeth 
God to bleſſe you. anc l our Noble Famulie with 


" ſpiritn.all ep 275 IM «a iſt Tej/ us. 


'From the pub- - Ye our W or? moſt” 
Iique Library in | 
 Oxtord this. | humbly ** command 


| 39.of Aug.1628. 
ToOHAN Y ERNEVIL 


To the Reader. 


preſeng vnto your cenſure chis rack of - 
Monſieur Cameron i Engliſh; I know 
che skill of many for trandlating out of 
Fl French to bee farre better then mine 
'owne: bur my requeſt is, that youre- 
reg my deſire to do good, and not my impetfecti- 
ons..I hold it a matter alrogether impothible to draw 
a picture fully to rhe life: let Pocts: tcl] of painters, 
and of birds decciued by the cxactneſſe gf rheir 
Skill, yeran originall ever looſcth forne, luſtre and - 
Qrace.though the tranſlarours care be never ſo great. 
Howfſoever conſider I intreate you, the author of 
this little trac: for the worke of any man 1s. now- 
- adaycs.eſteemed,as the workeman is, and men care * 
molt for reading that whoie authours. they eſteeme. =. 
' For the Author I will fay this lirtler during his natu- , 
tall life his reputation was great im*Frapce , and fo +» b- 
erear,that.all the Iefuires hi did ſecke, and atlaſt 
obtained to haue him banithed,nor was there any 0- 
ther cauſe thereof then his' grear learning, the Iefu- pjynwstin mi- 


ifes 1 their conferences being not able to W virhſtand lite. Actz.ſcena | | 

- him. : We | DEE NE PE 
| Ort 0XH1414 ln 10, lJacet SHU BC Iattdes. | 

| He had] his refuge here, where by the ſpectal lcare of © 

,' thar great fauourer of learning K. lames (of bletled '. - / : 

memory ) he was provided for in Scozland,his natiue * 
coutry, bur {o great was his barty loueto Fr4xce,that 

by the effectual mediari6 of thoſe honorable Ambaſ. 


| fadors then in France ,he gat tharenvious fentencete- 
A-3 ' .yerled 


LY "0 


"ns The Epiſtle 


verſed, which keine done he immediately conveigh. 


ed himſelfero Monrauban ro/bee- protefſour there, 

' where he ended his dayes, tothe great loſſc of Gods 
Church, and thar Vniverſity. Now ſecing the fer- 

_ _"uent loue that hee had'in doing good to: my owne 
| natine Country, haue endeauourcd / as muchas ly- 
* ethin mee) to requite his loue ,.and' to make: his- 


Tormoreys 


' French worke ſpeake Engliſh. [t chis tr. ict bee fauou- 


_ rably recciued,and char I thall. percciue my Engliſh ; 


phraſe rollerably robe approued, yourkind accep- 
rance ſhall encourage mee to a greater worke:my na- . 


. tureabhorreth idleneſle, and beeing i in ſuch a place, 


Quem diabes 
 dusnoninve- 
nit Occuparum 
plc >ccupar. 


1. loue to be doing,and to imploy my ſelfe, for feare 


to be worſe imployed *. Enjoy this as. prodromus, 
till by your prayers God of his infinife grace and 
. mercy enable mee to end my greater worke. now in 
hand. Farewell. Zh: 


r Oo 


f 


T hine in the Lord : 


IOKN VERNEVIT. 


| 


The ſubtility of thoſe who ſhunne the: 
reformation, and the ſincerity 


of them who require it. 


= T is fayd that Alcibrager as yet but young: | 
; Zo S>! in yeares, but incraftand fubtility already 
Sr | : aged, comming ona day to vilit Pericles, . +5 
MAKE when one had told him that hee was bufie | 
W/EWUp| making vp the accounts which hee was 
9 to giue of his office;immediately replyed, it 
- was better for 'Perwcles to bufie -himfelle, 1n ſeeking the 
. meancs how hee might giue no accounts at all , and fo 
went his wayes. This. paſſage hath beene applauded by 
many as moſt ſharpe and witty. But there are fotne, and 
of thoſe not a' tew who much eſteeme the. vie and ne- 
ceſſity of the councell it importeth : All bankruprs,per- 
tifoggers , exrortioners , and ina word, the whole 
rable of impoſtors make vie thereof, arid haue recourſe 
vnto it, as to the onely ſoveraigne remedie of their di- 
[paire: and indeede hee that is convinced.in his conſci- 
| h | ence 


.2 :-: + FW Soveraigne tuds 'e 


coitnrs, - and in the proote of his pretended right, it is hix 
th. > fateſt and caſicft way to avoid, the comming to. any ace 
&- - count,or triall at all. | Where contrariwiſe, hee that hath 
*-»... acleare conſcience, his reckonings ready, tus cauſe good, 
ddth fiye nothing more then fuch ſhifts; and deſires, and 


the preſcription ; exceptions, ' and prerences of cun- 
ning wrangicrs, though hee could make vie of them, 
ſhould darken' rhe equitic of his 'caute , and leaye 
behind it this ſcruple , that his cauſe. in "the iſſite of 
\ it , will prooue like to , thoſe other vnto which it 


hath ſome reſcmblatice tin the proceeding . + Would 
Rr 4 :»'G OD all men in the' controverſies of religion , 
# | were of the ſame opinion , and had the fame cou- 


rag2 , and true. meaning , which humaine- and: civill 

wiſdome doth ſuggeſt to vs in our lay ſuites, that 

- Wee would bee willing, to.come to an flue . And 

of _ fince wee all agree that our heauenly - Father hath not 
| ktt vs without a Teſtament , that wee on, both fides, 
- + * . | - know by what Notaries it hath beene. received, where 


opſticnany , that wee would alſo-haue our recourſe with ' 
= a conſent, to that Teftiment, to thoſe Notaries, to 
ihe 


BY E - ter the Prophet, | To the law and to the teſtumony, if they 
| ſpeake not acc oraing r0  rl18 word, ut is becauſe thee 13 20 a 
/ 
1 them. 


| Apoſtles teachit nor, but by his word;wee haue this word, 
* *  _ What can wee aske more? would wee know what the 
| | _ » judgement of God is, -what the teſtimony of the Pro- 
phers, and Apoſtles areconcerning that doftrine? ought 
not God himfclte po declare it? ſhould not the Prophets 
azd Apoſtles Publiſh it? Wee. haue, this declaratibn, ' wee 
kaue(no Chrittian doubteth ther eof)the pF ages el 
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ence, that kn>weth that hee ſhall come len of his ac- - 


_ endeanours abou allts bee heard chroughly , fearing leaft - 


Regiſters, and {ay with one and the fame voyceat- | 


Trucly God reve aleth not . his will ; the Prophets, the 


a 


* they hauc cnrollcd it, fince : wee haue the law. and the © -* 


In Controverſies. 9, 


*of this publication, haue we not then what wee necde,what 
we ſeeke;and aske fo earneltly,to wit a ſentenee and a finall 
decree on our controverſies ? *Truely # ts. not neceſſa- 
ry, tharthe King, the Secretary,the Corr the Regilter bee 
all preſent whereſoever it is requiſite chat the Kings will 
be knowne, if wee haue the orderof the Court, wee are al- 
ſured of the Edid and dect Wee {tang at this day on 
; theletermies, wee haue 
with the Turkes, 


9 


o denic.rhe authority, the one of a 


Parr, the other in ce whole Scripture. Wee are Chriſti- 


ans,wee belecue, wee all. protelt. that we haue in the Cano 
nicall booke* of the Scripture of the old and new Teſtament, 
the deetaration of the will of God. , We acknowledge on 
both ſides that whatſoever is there contained, is the word 
_6f God which is able to make v3 wiſe vnro ſalvation, and : 


throughly furniſhed Unto all good: workes : Why dowe then 7, 


ſoearneltly demand the corporall preſence of our. judge? 
why do wee detire that he ſhould giue-vsa Vicar, a {ubſti- 


tute, fince wee haue his decree, and acknowledge, that hee 
hath pr onounced it 12 


1 
& 


'© H "FO | 
| The Sina an: 4 pr 0p?) al of thoſe, who defire ahoh 


reformation. 


This! ts the complaint of them, whis at this d Gay gricue and 
ſ1gh; lamenting the delolation ot [frael arid Inda, who 
wiſhand demand, that as good Tofiah cauſed t hebook of the, 
Law to be read befote him, as Eras and- Nehemiah did 
thelike before the congregation, when they endeavourcl 
toreforme the Church, ,and reſtore i itto her irik incegrity: 
tothe like may. be practiſed at this day, If ia Chri: tendome 
all things be foud conformable to this law in matters of Re- 
 ligion, there willbe no neede of changin: g any thingrherein, 
burto pnniſhrather thoſe vaquiet ipirits, thoſe rronbl&tome 
and (Chitmaticall heretickes, which. trouble and marre by 


uw noveltics the ;Pouue ofthe Church, and Os” of the 
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whole world. Bur if this ERP wt be not there to bee 
found, but onthe contrary a Gifference & diſagreeing, why 
ſhouldnot Gods truch be preferred before humaine inve N- 
tions, the. law before there cuſtomes, and the kingdotne of. _ 
| Ietus'C briſk betore the tyranny, and dominion of him, who 

hath vſurped both over the livirig and the deat, over foule 
and-body, prince and people, ar-aucthority 1n TX whole, 
ſoueraigne ? And here let every ſoule 1h which there1s 
left any touch ot con!cience, let every man in whom therc 
is found the leaſt ſparke of manhood, remaining in ſuch a 
divifionot the Church, ' in ſuch a dilagreting elpecully a-" 
bout things of to great importance,judge which of therwo 
doth rather _ e the craft'of Alcubrader | in ſhunning and 


'God, jor eltc rhoſe who nn noting Tt: then the cen- + 
arre as to Char ge it 


nas, A are the proprietics of 44 Oracles of pelo; of he. 
leanes of Sybil's, but little agreeable to the the law of the 


7 Alquighty, the which the kingly Prophier ſo much magnitt= 


eth as breing in pare, ſrre, and fgiovey REY tothe 


. Puppie- oY 


CHAP: 3. 
wi bark the evictions againſt the foreſard TEAM are. 
{et downe,and that which framed agamfſt the per- 
ſon ot thoſe which, require it = 


incc then wee arebrought ro this poynt , that inſtead 

of pleading the caulc throughly,there is! a queſtion made 
whether wee oughtro come to tarre, they. ſtand muchvp- 
ponthe quality of the accuter, they conteite againſt the 

' tuticiencie of t hc Iudge, ' towhom hee appeales. Wee are 
- | conſtrained 


' -* cannotbe prov cdthat they are 1nnovatours: which 1s the 


Tr F TY es. 217 


confirayned firſt of all to examine the -quity Or in} juſtice of | 

this manner cf procceding. 4 

. And firſt as touching the quality of the accuſers, they 

terme them new ſtart-vps, they aske them what calling 

they hanethereunto, by what authotiry they haue makes | 

bold an attempt as'to proteſt they deſire the reformation | 

of the Church. ©. ES 
The thingrhen objeded to themis novelrie and raſhmeſſe. ; 

But both of Tele objeRions are but a recrtmination, the - 

which cannot be verified, but that firſt their accutationbe 

convinced of vntruth, and therefore oughtn not,neither can it 

be recciued, before that point of their accutation be cleared. 
They vndertake to proue that . the doctrine of our Lord | 

_ and ofthe Apoſtles hath beene altered and changed inthar 

Church which termeth ir ſelf®Tarholique: ghey vrge that 

every other doctrine is to be rejected, no other admitted 

- buttharalone. The y proteſt then,not that they willbring _ q 

' 1n,but that their meaning is to baniſh novelties, for which 

cauſe N oveltie,cannotbee obieRted vnto them, iq long as it 


Chicte point of the controverſie: the queſtion becing nor - 
here ofthe Nomelty of the perſons but of that of faith and 
dodrine,according to which we ought to 1wdge of the perſons, 


T. | of | 
_ nos of it ACCOrALNY to the perſons. As learnedly Tertul- Ra WIRES Jany 4 


ex periogis prc- 
Seing then that the ſumme of their accuſations conſiſt, in bamus dem, 


this that they accuſe the Church, falſely called Catholique, an ex hide. per- 
to hauc innovated,(o long as it doth not appeare; whether loans? | 
their accuſation be true or no, novelty cannot be obiected 

tothem. As tor the raſtneſſe of the accuſation, no 'more _ | 
Ean it be 6biccted vnto them, vntill rhat the accuſation bee | 
retorted by a direct and juſt defence:for even as'in ancſtare ' 

and commonwealth, every man 1s admitted to accule in 

caſe of high creaton,and none 25 reieted, but vpon a mani- 

felt falfiry ofhis accuſation, neither is he accounted to Ac- 

cuſe raſhly, who accuſerh truly: ſoin the Church, whoſoe- 

acr acculgth of nigh: treaton againſt God, isto bee heard 

B2 - without 
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 withotar objeRtingvato him caſhneſſe, vnti] 1t be prooucd 
thathis accuſation is falſe: In an armie,ina belicgeatowne, 
whe there i is queſtio of trealo, no adviſe whatfocrer is neg- 
' lected, but they rather duly w cigh & conlider,not ſo much 


frm whom i add as the imporrance of 1t,the accu-- 


f{crs arenor panithed,if their accuſation be nor found talle; 
butf it Ue Fac they arc applauded, rewarded,advanced;a 4 
often-promotcd tn the ottices;and places of the accaſed. in 
the Church of God, in matrer of gonicience wee ought not 
to ſtoppe any mans mouth, bup to convince,or {atittie the 


heart and conſcience; fuch was the practile of the a 2 


. licall Church. The Fathers haue/o carried themiclues 
towards Heretiques, yeaS . 1»ſtuſtwe lumlclfe, ſpeaking 
of tife Aamchears, th of t is opinion. And it any of the 


Be pill. Man.cop. Ancients haue wicd pre Mrion 17 any ſack calc, 1thath* 
- 4.Balil,d&5p.S. beene in matters that werenot ptoperiy ofthe cfience of 


"to 17. 


ag. hg. Tertal. praer, 


- 4 rap % T”, 
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faith:orit the doArine was guztitioned, then haucthey 
to do withwhean,v. ho- erotefdet.nor. themſclucs eſpecially 
vponthe $ Sgxiprure, Blur wreſted accordingasthey liſted, 


ſome certgine pteres of it, forcmgthei to their purpoſe, 


and asit were by- tornire, | making then to. confelle what 
. they tever knew. And therefore the fameFarhers called the 
EF. ucifugas Seripturarum, men who. ſhunne rhe Uhr of the 
rs yearn thoſe times preſcriprivn became them 
: well. Te:was impoſſible ' that 'ehen there ihunſbee ſuch 
A declining and falling from rhe. troeth "The myſtery of 
* Jnimalpd;ackiich had alrcady begurinetF be'congiueSinthe 
fimes ofthe Apoſtles,was yet inthe cragd.. Our 45. Y 
_onatthis diy is otherwite, who-are _—P vnto«the Taft 
; times, whoreckonathoutand an foemany 

* "ſincethe flouriſhing and happy times of the Apoliles. Dae | 
ring which fo, long ſpace of time THI. myſtery: ſhould 


S N probability be well growne. Weefeethe,qolt fourihhing 
Churghes, 'intimes paſt planted by the. Apoltles, © trow- | 


brought irito del olation, and We cannot MAW call eo witneflc 
the memory of ment.. 


WoW. 2s), FO ' CHAP... 


undred ycarecy' 


Þn (ontroverſi ——— 12 
: CHAP: 4: | 


Where are propoſed i the allegations againſt the ſufficiencie Lg 
:S of (he [udge, to whom thoſe wha defire 4 reformarta as appeale, EH, 


[1 BVT for allthis they. call in doubr the {uficiencie of the 
. ludge, before whomrthe acculcrs commence their luite, 
to wit ,God ſpeaking mthe Scriptures or by the Scriptures. \. 
; 1 They doubr wherhck hee canbe Ludze conſidered after | 
- * thapmanner,becauſe,f, y they every ludge oughtto ſpeake, Eiobt reaſons 
| now.Godpeaking in ks 1e Scripture, . 13 as .tho ugh f did whercfire Cod 
"not! pcake at all, the Scriprurc havit 19 neede it ielte*ro bee c2mut be Wagga 
proppunecgiand: ih ply \ ed | oY tome other 5 
2 Kid betides,! he vibes ofa Iudge ought to becleare,& 
«. intelligible; &this writexwbrd is Sbteure 2: as. much as may be? 8 
Y 4 hict \#he Scripture '$ ambiguolsard fubject to di- $7 
© Ver S[tErpPretatic ns, whereas the decrecs bt a ludge ought 
to be certaine and.politiue. 
4 Foufthb-,the Scripture is defetiue, and imperfe&,and 
[therefore cannot bg extended,nor applied to the decition of 
our controverſies. 
© 5 Fiftly, therefoluribn of a Tudge ought ro make them 
wares: who refcrre them(cltes to him, whereas it is ſeene * 
what diſcord there 1s,even amonglt thote who would end - | 
| theſe variances by the Scriptures. Poe: 3 
6 Stxtly,” the Heretiques themſeclues make vie of the 
Scriptures, whereas the {entence of the ludge, cannot ad- 
vantage th$parry. condenmed by him. 
, 7 Seaventhly, if Gad ſpeaking in,or dy,;the Scripturg 
were theTudge, rowhatendthen {erue the Councels?: RY 
4H: © 8 Fivally, 1t we had no other determination then bag, | 
I the Scriptures,we mult needes alwaies liue in vnicertaint 0 
'for the weakneffe and deceitfilneffe of mans vnderſtanding Lig 
conſidered, who amongſt fo greata multitude, & in (fuch a 
_ difcordoft thoſe, who take v pori thero haue the Eltt of the 
- holy Ghoſt, could know and diſcerne who hath it? Who.a= — © 
 midffucha naber of thoſe who think they haue 1t,&are de. . 


B 3 e. cclued, 
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7 _ ceined if their opinion can aflare himſelfe that hee'hafhye? 
what then,do they refuſe to be Tudged?by no meanes in ap- 
perance, but they would haue the Church: ro beh udge; the 


. truth is that when that comes tothe wpſhot , wee find char 
this Church is themſeluer, who weaÞy 
parties,as ſhall be-more plainely ſhown hercafter. 
£ {: CHAP... \# 
WE. « , | : a 
T he propofall of the nyeanes of nuttity againſt the fore{aid 
'allegations, and the verifying of the firft meancs 
 Frainſt the firſt ani ſecond allegation. 
OW ler ys conſider their arguments alleadged a- 
* * oainſttheſufficiencie. of the j = on betore whom they 
arc ſummoned, whichift they arenot, 1 Contrary to ther 
owne deſigne. 2: tothetruth. 3. Ifhthey do not tend to the ſub-- 
werſron of C briſtian Religton: the accuſers refuſe Nor to ac- 
cept ofthem. Burt if they be found incompatible, r:with the 
cauſe for the defence of which they arealleaged, 2.with the 
truth, 3. with the authority of Chriſtiari Religion; No body ' 
will condemne-the accuters of falle dealing, if they keepe 
"7 themlclues to their firſt citationand appeale. I 
Theeight reaſons But weare confident thatalltheſe meanes of nullity may 
retorted againſt eaſily be verified: and thar wee may proceede 1n order, let 
ire adv1/4/). vs beginne withthe firſt, and letvs conſider alltheſe rea- 
ſons,one after another, it they do not oppole. that cauſe in 
fayourof-which they are a | | : 
1 Andas forthe firſt, if God ſbeaksng tn the Scriptures ,. or 
by the Scriptures is as if hee ſpeake not at all, vnder a colour 
; thatthe Scripture is dombe,and giuing no.ſound,ought wee , 
' not vpon the fame reaſ{onto. fay rhar the Fathers ſpeaking 
in their writings,the Church ſpeaking in the Canos of the 
Councells, the Pope in his decrees, and decretalls, 1n his 
breefesand in his bulls and indulgences: it were all one as it 
the Fathers, Church,and Pope ſpeake not at all? And ought 
not the writings of the Fathers, the Canons of the nw: 
| i IRE os | cels, 


bee both 1tudges and * 


L 


>” 


4 
- 
2» 


4 
3 


# 
[- 


oak \ the decrees and decretals, the briefes, bulls, and indul- 
gFices bee propounded and applyed? nay and that by fuch 


22 who are not qualitzed for iudges, to wit the particular or 


BY ror pertons who may crre,as nothauing the pro- 


+ Miſe ofinfallibility. . Every onea part, as they are intheir 
-pulpitr's, in their ſtates,or lefle folemne exhorrations pro- 
 poling thetraditions ofthe Fathers,rhe Canos of the Coun- 

- cels,the decrees & conititutions of the POpes 5,their oreetes, 


bulls and indulgences. 


This firſt reaton then drawne from the .nature of the 
Scripture that it is dumbe,that ir hath neede tobe propouns | 
© dedand applyed, cannot be admitted; vnlefle'they will v- 
,pon rhe tame grounds annihilate rhe authority ofthe Fa- 


thers; Councels, Popes,in whoſe words the very pretended 
defects are to be found,as plainly "7pearcth, 

2 And for the fecodallegation touching rhe obſcure of the 
Scriprare,it canot be maintained, out 1t muſt be withalaver- 
red, thatall the prootes drawne from this wordare likewiſe 
obſcureand confequently that the Romiſh, Religion cannot 


be gathered from the Scripture, but b by. gueſſes and con- | 


iequres: Sothat all the prootes drawn trom this Scriprure, 
to maintaine the DoRtine ofthe Romiſh Chuich, ſhall be 
meereconiecures and gucfſes: And are they notto blame 
then ypon this reckoning, not to bind thoſe that accuterhe 
Romiſh Church of reuolt,tu keepe rhemlclues to the tndge 
before whom' they have made their appeale ? ſeir hee 


ſpeakes ſo obſcurely on -the acculers fide, that hee will ne- 


ver iuſtific his accuſation, neyther condemnethe party ac- 
cuſed; who being 'in poſſeſſion, whereas the acculer 1s the 
plainrife, if the evidences by which hee pretends to verifie 
his accuſation be obſcure, and intricate, ought rather ob- 


lige him-to producethem, then oppoſcor hinder that hee - 


ſhould make vie of them. For hee that accuſeth, and for 


prodfe of his accuſation, alleagerh reatos too hard to be vn- 


vnderſtood,thar hee may-ſceme to ſpeake Welch, or Iriſh, 
both iuſtifies the patty accutcd and makes hin(elfe worthy 
tobe laughed at, © 


"CHAP! 
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CHAP. 6. Ws 


The ver fication of the firſt meanes of Nullitie agamſt | 
thethird, awd fourth allegation. 1'8 


3 RVeſifas by the thirdallegation it ſeemes )the Screprure 
"bee ambiguous . . ud capable of awvers. wterpretations, 
wherefore and with what reaſon is it, that the. Doors | 
2 6, p: . that termethemſclues Catholickes doc make more account, 
of one expreſſion of Scripture, «then of another, grounding 
themſclues either vpon the circumſtances of the very text, 
whichYfs expounded, or vpon ſome other paſſage of the 
Scripture,the ſenſe whereot 1s cleare,manifcſt and ccrtaige, 
andnor {imply vponthe authority of the Charch? * \ 
\\ Tf the Scripture be as they lay,a no/e of waxe,Theramenes\ 
buckin,a ſhoe for both feete, a wethercock which turnes with © 

. the winde: wheretore do they refuteby Scripture the inter- 
pretations , nay ," rather the falſe $ of heretiques ? 

Wherefore do they not barely alleage vnto them the autho- | 

rity of the Church? Verily according. to their reckoning, 

' for the prooucing-of tranſubſtantiation, they. neede no _— 
more vrgethe words of the Scripture, hoc eſt corpus menm, 
neither to {ay that they mul} be taken as they 4ctind, as be- 
ing words ot a laſt willand teſtament; ſeing that this paſlage x 
being a part of the Scripture, is according to the nature of 

:.” :ehe Seriyraure(1t their allegation be true) ambiguous and ta. 
 -. pableof divers mterpretations: and theretore they ought not 
to beleipe trantubſtantiagion by reaſon of this place of Scrip= 
. [ture,burt becauſe it hath pleaſed the Church to to interpret 
+. | t:and 6 thebclicte of the Church of Kone will not bee 
grounded vpon the Scripture, nor ruled according to it; 
bur quite contrary,the tence ofthe Scripture, is ruledand 
grounded vponthe knowledge of the Church ; fo that the 
toundation 15 builded vpon the. houte , andthe building is 

thelevelland the ſquare. 


Andto conclude; how commeth'itto paſſe that they fay 
; þ < | PRES 


m—_—_ how thoſe th 


 ſpurers,feeking inthe; 
. betoundand proui 


| Points of do ine bclecued in the Church termed Catho- 


=: In Controverſies. F-74-.- 
thatthe Scripture proueth ſo diftinQly, fo clearely, fo evi- 
dently the pretended jauthoriry of the Church, thatthey 

4 tdo but readthe Scripture can admit 
cripture bee ambiguous, and of a' 


if ſo bee that the 


double MEANINg As hath vecnc prerended. by the thir d alle-- 


gation. 


4 Touchineg the earth defect objected aguntt the Scriy 
ture, 'to Witthat it 65 imaperfett, and doth: nor ſufficiently AY = 
mſh vs with reaſons, for to proxe or refure what :s robe belre- 
ned, inmatters of controverſie betwaxt Vs this obje- 


con bee received; how haue the Doctor of the Church, 


Which is called Catholique, vndertaken to proue all the 
points of the Romiſh Religion by-rhe Scripture ? Haue | 
they taken vpon them raſhly-a thing impoſſible 2 would 
they ſhew themlelues in this ſophiſters and, cavilling dt- | 
ripture that which 15not chere to 
g 4 truth by a lye. ? or arethere ſome 


lique, h are,not containcd in the Scripture ? - who 
amongſt them all dare vndertake to make acatalogue of 


_afy {uch points? what may thpſe points of doctrine be, that 


are not\handled in the Scr iprure,for being filent in which, 
the SCripture 15 termed imperfect'? 

They arenort points touching the Trinity, the incarnati- | 
on ofthe Sonne ot God, the redemption of mankind,or of 
faith in leſus Chriſt, ofhope,charity and repentance,cof the 


neceſſity and praiſe 'of good workes, of lite eternall, of | 


Baptiime,ofthe preaching ; of the word,of the holy ſapper; 


theſe Points and thotethat depend onthem are without 
'doubr 


retained inthe Scripture. . 

' What then can theſe articles of faith bee, of which the 
Prophets, the- Apoſtles, nay-God himlelfc harh tpoken in 
the Scripture? Is it the article of the popes authority, 
not only now to excommunitate,hur alto tyudepolſe Kings: Fr 
his authorityof diſpecing with matiages, with which God 
diipencethnor in his word? to make cating of fleſh in Lent.” 
_(athung of it (ele inditferent )to bee. a\ ſinne ? | and that 

| | = © \ _ 


. 
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an inceſtious mariage be not inceſtious,or clſe the article of 
his imperiall dominion !o foveraigne and ſupreme that al- 
though hee ſhould lead whole troupes of filly foules into 
hcll, none may preſume to fay vnto him my Lord why do 
youſo ? and of fo large extent thgr it reacherh vnto the 
toules bothof the liningand the dead? © Orare they the ar- 
ticles of worſhipping of Tmages,of invocation of Saints, of. 
. thehier of purgatory, as hote as that of hell, of workes of 
1 | ſupercrogation, of merit ex congruo & ex cadigm, that Tcſus 
| = 14 Chriſt hath ſacrificed himſelf vpon earth twice, to wit, 
124-0f / || whenhecelebraredthe holy Supper with his diſciples, and 
+ -/ -|* notoncealonevponthe crofle, that divine ſervice ought to 
.+ | | be faydinan vnknowne tongue, that Chriſt hath nor ſaucd-' 
by his death the litle children whichdye'withourt baptiſme. 
And if there be any other article of this fort of which the 
holy Ghoſt hath made no mention, and the Prophets, and : 
Apoſtles haue written nothing. Nothe holy Ghoſt hath di- 
Qared, the Prophers and Apoſtles haue written the cleane 
R913. 1) contrary , That the temporall authority of Kings ts immediate 
2-(9r.4.5' ty from God. That every man tis ſubict to, and not abone the 
Apvc. 14:1 bh law of Ged. T hat the very Apoſtles are the ſervants,but not the 
4 WH lords of the ( burch. That the fſoules of them whith dye i 


i 


on” (miſt reſt fromtheir labours. That wee mnſ}. not call on him, 
Exod. 'n whom we have not beleened. That wee muſt not bowe downe 
Luc. 1,1, Fo umages.T hat when we bane done all wee can,wee are vnprofi- 


Heb. 9.02 10.ch, Fable ſervants. That Chriſt hath not offered himelfe often- 
=; py times, but once. That the w/e of an vnknowne tongue m the 

Mat. 1d, 1, Charchis acnrſe. That Chriſt receined the litle Children,yea 
EP, before baptiſme. 
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A ND for the fifth reproach caſt vpon the Scripture, to 
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Vorſes by its determination, are diſagreemy 1 oppnion, it this 
conſideration ſhould make that God ſpeaking #n the Scrip- 


tre or by the Scriptures, were not a competent Indge to de- : 


termine our controverſies, it would follow allo from thence 
that neither the Church ſhould be our Tudge, fince in this 
reſpe& there is no difterence. . Forin the tumes of the! Pri- 
mitiue Church, both Arrians and Orthodoxes, Donatiſtes 


_& Catholiques,did pretend to follow the judgernent ofthe 
. Church, The Arrians did reject the Councell of Nice, re- 


quireda new Councell:: yea many Arriansineffet prote- 
ſted that they. would hold themſelues to the Councell of 
Nice: fo that by this account the Church ir ſelfe ſhall not 


'berthe Iudge, if from the diſcord of them, who protfeſle to 


referre themſclues to the'dEcifion ofa Iudge, wee {hall con- 
clude the infufficiencie ofthe Iudge. Th 
Finally amongſt the Doctors, who call. themiclues Ca- 


themtelues-to the judgment of the Chuxch , what jarres? 
wy contentionsare there? 'The Angelicall D'S Thomas 
hglds thar theCroſſe is to be worſhiped with a religious wor ſhip, 
to this purpoſc hee brings the authority of the Church: and 
proveth that the image 15 to bee wotthipped with the very 


fame worſhip which1s due to the ſame thing repreſented 


by the Image. Bellarmine is not of the fame opinion, al- 
ſigning alowerdegree ot worſhippeto the Image ,, then 
to the thing wherect it is an Image, and tor {treng- 
thening of his cpinion hee alſo allcageth the authority 
of the Church. wherefore then caſt they this reproach ra- 
ther on the {acred word, then the Churcl1? And whereas in 
the ſixth place,they endeavour to, prooue that,G od ſpeaksng 


colour that Heretichs do challenge and attribute to themſelues 
the Seripture, by the fame reaton they conclude alfo that 
netther the Church ſhall bee Iudge: tor heretiques make 
vſc of the authority of the Church as ofa cloake,, Cite the 


Fathers,the Councels,the traditions ot the Church.Bur if it 


beereplyed, that this is for ſhew only and in Sophiſticall 
Es 5 manner; 


\ 
s 


- tholiques, and proteſt all with 6ne full conlent to ſubmit” 
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the Romifh Dg- 
Gors.. 
Tho.z* 2® gy;. 
123, att, 2 , 
7-4. 25 At. 40. 
Bellar, lib, ». dc 
UNaS1N,C: 230, 2 be 
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manner;the anfwer/alfois caſie,andat hand, to wit they do 
the like in alleaging the Scriptures therefore things ſtand 
vpon the Very tame tearmes, were it not that fome though 
- theydarenot ſpeake,. yet do thinke that the Scripture 1n- . + 
deede favoureth Heretiques, which were all one” as to 
imaginezhat God by his worddoth cover(as with a cloake) 
the devils lyes, which were as impious to thinke, as blaſ- 
phemous to ſpeake. =: 5 2AÞ 


CHAP. 5. 
The verification of the firſt meanes of Nullity againſt tho 
; | * 7. and 8. allegation. NE 
; PE 


ND concerning that which is demanded in the ſeauenth 
place, for what ſerxe Conncels if Scriptur: can reconcile vt 
do not they ſeethey make way to another counterdemaund 
nolefſevrgent, to wit, for what ſerne the Conuncels if the 
« Church be owr Indge?they cannot here replycthat the Coun- 
 cels make this Church, whichisthe Iudge thatthey re- 
| quire:for then it may be obiced that the Church is with- 
=  ... .,, out ajudze ſane only during the time ofa Councell, and 
| that once expired(or not begunne)there ſhall be no meanes 
to reſolue thEdoubres of conſcience. And who [hall call this 
Councell ? ſhall che Emperour and the Kings ? but their 
thoughts are otherwiſe diſtracted , neither do they agree a- 
mongſt themſclues, and though they ſhould take the buþ- 
nefſe to heart, and tothat/end ſhould agree, haue not thoſe of - . 
Rome (tripped them of their priviledge of callinga Coun- 
cell,as heretofore they haue done? Or ſhall the Pope ? hee 
feares roo much thole aſſemblies, hee knoweth very well 
. What affronts haue been givento his predecefſcursinthem, 
and what hazard they ranne even in the laſt Councell of 
"7 LE - Trent, notwithſtanding all their canvaſling, and vnderhand 
ON , «dealing, andthatthe holy Ghoſt was ſent thither by poſt {| 
from Rome. Furthermore the Councell cannot bee held 
alwayes, neither can every one bee there preſent to heare. 
| 79 6 if 
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becomeof doubtes and difputes? who ſhall retolue them? 
who ſhall determinethem in the meane while? how ſhall 
the conſcience by this meanes. haue alwatcs a Iudge to 
whom ſhee may hane recourſe to be reſolved ? And now 
in the Church whichrtearmerh it feIfe Catholique who ſhall 
be Iudge in our Controverſies ? ſhall it bee the Councel! 

of Trent?” bat no Indge will bee admitted that ſpeakes' not 
vina voce, and henceforth in this reſpec the Councell of 
Trent,andall other Counce!sareas dumbeas the Scripture: 


they arecited,they arcwreſted todiverſe fentes. If thisque- * 
 ſtionthen touching the vſe of a Councell(to which weld 


all 
anſ{were direly, hereafter )- doth force vt to renounce the 


Indgment of God ſpeaking in the Scriptere,it will alto force | 


them to rencunce the Iudgement of the Church. 
Finally the laſt allegation ronching the wncertamty of hu- 


' mane indgement when we aye 19 indge who bath the ſpirit, or 
whether one hath it himſelfe or no, amons#t (0 great anumber 

who diſagreeing one from another do all notwithſtanding e- 
gnally lay clayme to the gift of the holy ſpirar. If this allegation 


take place, it will alſo cauſe that no-recourſe can bee hadto 
the authoriry and: tudgement of the Church, for if it be fo, 
that(according to the allegation/it carinot bee knowne who 
hath the ſpirit,or who hath itnor, becauſe of the weakenefle 
of humaine wdgement, and the mulritude and ditcord of 
pretenders;how ſhall it be known whoarec thoſe who make 
the Catholique Church or not? Truely every man that 
cannot aſſure himlelfe vhat hte hath the ſpirit, which alone 
inſpirethtrue wiidome,ought alivto doubt wherher he bee 
not afoole,and ignorant, whenqueſtion 1s made of tudging 


- of ſuch things which belong to the ſpirit. And fince it belo- _ 
geth not to fooles to no who are wife men,every one be-,/ 


ing according to this la tay pe to doubr that he 
isa foole,as being deſtitute of the ſpirit;no man by the fame 
reaſon'catt tudge which 1s the aſſembly of thoſe who are 
truly wiſe;no man{ the incertitude of his iudgement confi- 


| . dered, if this allegation hath place, inſuch a mulrirude, 
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it ſpeake v5i#avece. Amid all thoſe difficulties whar ſhall 
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variety and diſcord of thoſe who viurpe as propper vnto 
themſclues thattitle of the Church, pretending all that of 
right it belongs vnto them )can make any certaine choyce, 
or cull out thoſe on whom 1n trueth it ts to be conferred. 
| CHAD. 9. 
The verffication of the ſecond meants of nnllty againſt the 
firſt allegation, Nay | 


T is then very manyfeſt thatall theſe allegations are in-. 
coparible withthe intent of choſe whoalleaged them, bur 
forall this they will darken, and weaken the right of the 
cauſe againſt which they are. alleaged, 1t wee do not alto 
ſhew their falſitie, 'and 1mpertinencic, which 1s the (ſecond _ 
meanes of nullity that wee haue oppoſed againlt them. 
To beginne then with the firſt, it isan infinite wrong 
that the wraten word of the luuing God 2s called a dead and. 
dumbe letter, that God ſpeaking1n this faſhion ſhould bee 
accountednort to ſpeake at all, vnder colour that hee ves 
not a voyce;the which cannot be admirtedin the diume na- 
ture,which is not neceſſary amongſt men, bur for to carry, 
and conveigh by the care to the heart the conceptions of * 
the minde,and together 'withthem the knowledge of thoſe 
things whereof they are the image- which beeing done by 
another meanes, as by writing, the liuely voyce 15 no word 


* neceſſary. Heetheretoreſpake very wittily who firlt cal- 
led bookes dumbe maiſters, at'once indeavouring to ex- 


preſſe what they were in regard of the found, and what in 
regard ofthe, vertue and cffjcacie, of expreſſing and: tea- 
ching, to wit, dumbe,tf wee reſpect the found, bur eloquent | 
and powertull,if wee regard what they expreſle,and teach. 
we heare not at this day the vovce of Demoſthenes nor of C':- 
cero, nevertheleſſe when wee read their writings it teemes 
vnto vs that wee heare them. The inſtructions of an Am- 
baſſadour;the teſtament ofa Father,the ſentence of a ludge, 


doe 
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- do they not expreſle the pleaſure of the King,the will of the 
Father,of the Iudge,of a frtend, .of fuch as haue made an OTE 
contract after the fame manner as the vocall word andliue- j 
ly voice ? And ſhallnot wee make the fame account, of the | 
1ntrucions,of the Teftament,of the fentence,ofthelerrers,. 
of the authentique coppie of thecontrat, which our King 
hathgiaen to his Embafladours,our heavenly Father hath 
teft to vs his children, the Indge'ot the whale wortd bath - | 
pronounced, the bridegroome hath written to his ſpoule, Ds 
and which the mediator: betweene God and men the Lord | 
Iefus hath ſealed with his blood ? For had yee beleened low. 5.46. 2 
_ e Moſes (fayth' the Lord) ye would hane belcened mee, and , LEE 
nevertheleſſe Aſoſes rhen ſpake not, but in and by his wri- _ Os 
tings. They hane Moſes and the Prophets, fayd Abraham to * 
therich glutton, 'f they heare not Moſes and the Prophets, 2 
' | ſpeaking oftherich mans brethren, neither will they be per- . I 
3 fwaded though one roſe from the dead. And yet who doubterth 
bart that irrthofe dayes Motes and the Prophets were not li- 
uing in the worldznor ſpake vnto the world any other way, 
- but in andby their writings: fo true it is that he whoim- 


ew ” 


——— 


, parts to vs his minde by writing, doth ſpeake and con- 
tf | verfe withvs,albeit we hearc not his voyce. And therefore 
e face we haue,as wee acknowledge on both fides, the wri- 
y tingsnot only of Afo/zs and the Prophets, bur alſo nf the 
d 


Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, Why ſhould not we hearken vn- 
[- to Moſer andthe Prophets, vnto.the Evaneecliſts and Apo- 


= {tles? - why ſhall wee fay, vndera pretext that they are 

n | dead,that they ſpeake no more? Do they not ſpeakeallat . 

a= this day in the fame manner as Moſes and the Prophets did ons 

nt when Abraham willed that we ſhould giue care vnrothem? 2"Tim. 3.26; 

h. .|, Andfince it 1s moſt true that the Scriptrre us gimenby inſprra- , py, Ev. 

yg tian of God,that it 19. not of private interpretation, why ſhould | 
es | - not we receiueit withthe the ſame reverence, which wee 
N- would yeeld vnto it,if wee ſhould heare him delivering it | 

7e, | by wordof mouth vnto the Prophets and Apoſtles?the ler- # 

&, ter and the word changenot the fignthcaygon , neyther the: ;, 

loe | force and efficacy of it, like as the voyce.and fonnd(with 


. men 
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2 | The Soveraizne Iudge 
meh of 5nderſtanding adderh little.or nothing vnto it. But 
yet if we ſo much defire the found &noyſe of the voyce,ler 
vs heare this word propounded, ler vs heare it preached,let 
vs heare it red. Burt as we heare the Cryer &Sargeants pro- 

, claime the ordinances,and decrees of the Court, when they 
put them inexccution, without attriburing(for all that )vn- 
to them the title & honour of ludges: yea1t we find bur the 
Fl Coppie of them: fixed inour abſence on our doores, we read 
4 EE It with reverence and readily obey it,” fo that there 1s no 
neede of the perſonall preſence of the Iudge, who 1s (uffict- 
_ ently. cnough preſent, when he ſpeaketh vnro vs by his de- 
cree: Let vs.then atleaſt, beare the ſame refpet towards 
16 = the ceelefliall Judge and his holy decree,which wee do to- 
4 wards an carthly Iudge,towards humaine ordinances, al- 
1M _.. though we haue bur the coppy of it,let vs read it with hu- 
mility, let vs obey it with zcale, let vs not require thatthe 
inviſible ſhould make himſelfe otherwiſe viſible ymo vs, 
that the dead ſhould riſe trom the graue; yea let vs rather 
meditate on this trueth, wee hawe Moſes,wee hane the Pro- | 
phets, if wee heare not them(to wit) ſpeaking in their wri-. 
rings, wee ſhould nota jot ſooner be per{waded, if they 
ſhould xiſc againe from the dead and ſpeake vntc vs. 
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CHAD. 10. 


T he verification of the ſecond meanes of Nullsty againſt the 
the ſecond allegation, DS | 


2 V ITH as little reafon do they accuſe the Scripture 
Haw the Serin.  . - Of obſcurity: for if they ſpeake of the matter handled 
tire is obſcure, 11 the Scriptures, truly itfurmounteth hamaine ſenſe and 
i, vnderſtanding in what manner foever itbee conſidered, ei- 
ther as it ispropoled 1n the Scripture, or prbliſhed'in the 
', *- Church, it being altogether impoflible to proue ir by de- 
monſtrations, or to ſette it downe by way of conclufions, - | 
and principles ag, in other ſciences: Butthis obſcurity 'is | 
eaſily reſolued by the light of the ſpirit, which wanting s Ni 
Es | I. ene | 


 eeoaua_ 
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the heart,it is nomore poſſibleto judge of the truth,whether 
tbe conſidered as written & delivered inthe Scripture, or 
/  heard,as preached by the Church,the it's poſſible for a blind 
manto judge of colcurs, and of the light ofthe ſunne: or 
a fooliſh and madde man of true wifdome. Whence it.ap- 
.peareth, that it is not the ſentence of an' externall Iudge 
which can order this rebellion of hamaine ynderſtanding a- 
gainſt the trueth of God, ſeing queſtion is made, of con- 
vincing the conſcience which 1s the proper worke of God 
leading by the force of his ſpirit every thawght caprixe vn- 
der the obedience of Chriſt. As neither 1t 1s the autho- 
ritie of the earthly Tudge 1n civill cauſes, which canne 
connince. the partie in his conſcience, but the acknow. - 
ledgement and” feeling that. hee hath 'in his foule, of the 
equity and juſtice of the ſentence,of the which as long as 
it remaineth vnknowne vnto him hee cannot bee farif.. 
oo though hee may bee conſtrained' externally to 0- 
by 80> | | | 
/ matter therefore of Religion, when men goe not a-, kind/ of 
| bout to conſtraine , but to-perſwade , not to ſtoppe the 1,4 requilte 
mouth by violence, bur to convince the heart;zno queſtion for the Charch, 
is to be made inthis cafe of hauing an externall Indge de- A 
.. termining by definitiue ſentence, but rather of an internall 
DoRtor perſwading the heart. For noman comes to mee({aith Johns, 44. 
_ our Saviour )except the Father draw him, alleaging to this 
purpoſe. the Scripture ſpeaking of the Prophets, and fay- _ 
Ing that they ſhall bee all taught of God. Bur ifthey ſpeake I/aid 54.73, 
not of the obſcurity of the matter which is handled in y 
the Scripture , but of that of the phraſe and manner of ſpea- 
king and of that of the wordes wſed by the holy ſpirit in expreſ= 
fingef ir, without doubt they accuſe the holy ſpirit eyther 
of inability, or vawillingnefle to exprefle himlelte intel- 
ligibly. Bur neither the one nor the other canne bee 
faydof him, without derrafting either from his-wiſdome, 
| or his goodnes.Certainly that law of whichD awd ſpeaketh 
| Which he magnifieth ſo much, for it's lightthar he callerh ir 
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Pſal.11 9.v.105. a lanchorne t6 his feete, and alight vnto his path, making wiſe 


| P/al. 3g, 
Kon, 1 5.4. 


© T1119. 


| 2.Per.'r. 19, : 


child hood nay i Ciaze from his very i 


the "49.4 was a written law, was the Scripture, which gi- 
ueth by this reckoning vnderſtanding not only to the Pro- 


2. 


_ rant, this was the ScripturgoF#which the Apoſtle ipeaketh 


when he ſayth that whatſoener things hane beene written afore 
time hane beene written for our learning: and therefore by the 
{ame reaſon cleartly & plainely,there being no greater enc- 
my to learning then oblourity. Tt was the Scripture which 
he termed ro be ginenby 4n/piration of God, and profitable to. 
teach and inſtrutt;how canthis be if it be obſcure? likewiſe 
he ſayth, that 7 imothy had knowne the mm fromh:s 

| ancie. do we vie to 
reade darke, obſcure authors vnto little children ? Tt was 
the Scripture which the Apoſtle Saint Perer calleth a {ight 
that ſhineth in a darke place. And what difference is there 
berweene darkneſſe and light, a lanthorne and obſcurity? 


- Andtobe breife, it was the ſcripture,the reading of which 


hath beene ſo much recommended,by the Ancient Fathers; 


Chief, hes amely, by Saint Chryſoſtome whoſe exhortarion ſo patheti- 


Js de | Laz, 


 callandpithy,fo often reiterated and inculcated ſhew plain- + 
ly thatthis abuſe of not reading the Scriptures, vnder 


a colour of their) obſcurity, didlong agoe in his time be- | 
gintocreepe into the Church,but was neither recctued nor 


approned by it asnow 1t Is. 


And here it may be ſome will fay vnto vs that it cannot be 


ObicCon for the denyed,bur the Scriptyre is obſcure,otherwiſe to what end 


objeutty of the 
- Se; iptre, 
Huſwere, , 


{crue 10 many comentaries, homelics, and ſermons? But the 
an{were is very cafie that we deny not that the Scripture is 
in- many places very obſcure, God hauing fo ordainedit of 
his infinite wifdome, for to beate downe/ the pretumprtion 
of man,and to rouſe vp his lazinefſe to a holy ſludie, and di- 
ligent reading of it; as $ Auguſtine hath very well obſer- 


- ved. | But wee ſay with the fame Father, That us thoſe 


things that are moſt plainly ſette downe un the Scripture are con- 
rained-all things which c oncerne fasth and good manners. For 
as touching what is over, and aboue that, the whole milt- 

7 5 2c | tant 


phers andgreat ones, bur alſo tozhe moſt ſimple and igno- 


In ( ontroverſres. : ©" "oy 
tant Church were, it vnited in one, were not able to,ex- 
 Poundall the obſcure places in the Scripture, otherwiſe ſhe . 
 wouldnot haue beene,, to, vncharitable as not to haue taken 
' care to haue furniſhed her children with an ample = 
thenticke conmentary, which might make all the Scripture 
cleare and without obſcuriry; And as touching — 
and commentaries,they ſerue not alwayes to iliokrate, 
explaine, buc oftentimes to delate and amplifie, and when + 
; they do illuſtrate, they do itnet by any light borrowed elle- 
wherethen from the$cripture irſelfe,interpretingrhe Scrip- 
tures by the Scripttires themſclues following therein the 
Councell of the Fathers, andthe praRice of the Levites, of 
whom tt is written that they did read in the booke of the 
law of Godexpomnaing #t,and rendring the true ſenſe of ut ,can- Nebem.s.s. 
fingit tobe v hood} the Scripture.So that we way indge 
of the ſenſe of .that which is obſcure, by the {ſenſe of thar . 5. 
Which is cleare,&likewifſe difcerne whether the interpreta- * 
tio be agreable to the place ofthe Scriptures, by that which 
goeth before, and followeth after, whereas i a place that. 
15 difficult, to ſpeake properly, when the interpretation of 
it is given'cannot be receiued but -vpon credit, and with 
relation to the authority of the interpretors, becaute in 
_ fuchacaſe wee cannot tee the correſpondence that is be - 
tweene the Text and the commentary, the words the - 
ſenſe, which canot be faid of good & whole ſome interpre- 
tation ofthe Scripture which therefore ought not tobee 


S condemned oft obſcurity. 

.CHAPD. 21. bE 

1 The verification of the ſecond meanes of Nullity againſt q_ FR 
. __thethird and fourth allegation, © — Eb | 

; The third accuſation of ambignirie is as vniult as the ; 
two tormer;for if the Scripture had beene ambiguous, and 

y capable of divers interpretations, how had it bin poflible for 

- theApoltle S P anbro convince the Tewes by the Scriptures can 
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28 The Soveraigne Iudge | 
one by any ſaying baving an ambiguous: and double mea- 
ning, force the vnderſtanding and the conſcience of an ob- 


durate andobſtinate enemy? how could the'Tewes of Berea 


examine by the Scriptire the dorine of the ſame Apoltle 


\ S. Paul? That which is':ambiguous, and may bee bent too ' 
ard fro can it ſcrue for a rule?the queſtion not 'beeing of a 
Lesbianrule which is.rather raled then doth rule,and mca- 


ſured, then it ſelfe a meaſure, which is bowed and bended 
whither ſoever wee liſt, but of a certaine and conſtant rule 


. which iis alwayes the ſame. And how did our Lord imploy, 


not only his authority ,as the ſonne of God, but the Scrip- 
ture it {elfe, when he would proue the reſurrection of the | 
degd againſtthe Sadduces, and fo. pregnantly that even the / 
Deuill himſelfe with all his ſophiſtry could notan{were the/ 
argument, ſhall we thinke hee proucd a truth which he vn- 
dertooke to cleare,and put out of all doubtby a paſſage, the 
{enſe- whereof 'was doubrtull and vacertaine? And what, 
(for we alſoalleage the Fathers )are not both Athanaſius and 
S. Auguſtine of this opinion*that by a due confideration had of 
what goeth before,and what followeth after, and by the gonſent 
and agreement it hath with the Principall ſcope of the matter 


which ts there treated of ,the Scriptures are to be, mterpreted a= 
gainſt hereticks. How could it beſhowne by the ſame Scrip- 


tures which is yet dayly practiſed that a falte and herericall 
interpretation doth not agree to the Scripture? And finally' 


b it in confcience ſeemly in calling the Scriptures/ambigu- 


ous,to brand them, and diſgrace them fo farre, as totaſten 
vponthem the marke of Satans Oracles? If they had beene 
fuch;if Terrx{iax had belecucd them to be {uxh, the here- 
ticks had never given them occafion to call them,hee him- 
ſclfe had never called them, Lucifugas Seripturiernm, ſuch as 
ſhunne and flie the Scripture as the vule or-batte doth the 
cleare ſun-ſhjne. | 


The fourth accuſationef rhe imperſeFion jof the Scripture 


| .1s noe leffe grevious, and vnyuſt: tor fince the Scripture 
2.7 90th, 3.1 5 hath beene o rdained of God ta make men wile wnts ſaluation, 


and perfett unto every good works. It muſt without doubr 
EY , Containe 


/ 6 In ( ontroverſres. "SO 29; 
cHntaine all dodrine neceſſary to ſalvation, otherwiſe it 
couldnot attaine nts end. And ſince Scripture it felfe doth - 


/promiſſethis /> exatt and perfe dorine,cicher its witneſle 
/15nor of God, or what it teſtifies of ir ſelfe is true. Nay 


which is more, God hath nf m4 prohibited to adde to : 


/ it, or to diminifh any thing from it. - Andif this hath had 


place in the old Teſtament, ſhall it not inthe new which is 


| : much more full and perfeR? it is not to bee beleeued. Letvs 


then adore, as Tertullian ſpeaketh, the fulneſſe of rhe Serip= 


' tares,and let vs not heare (as Athanaſius (peaketh)neither re- 
 Ceine any thing befldes or abome tht in that which concernes the 
_ doftrine of faith. For toaching the policy ,& ceremonies vicd 


inthe Churchzit is another matcer, wee avouch that the Fa- 
thers didnor thinke themſelues bound to giue an accompt 
of them by the Scripture. But a great part of thoſe ceremo- 
nies-vſcd in their times hath bin quite aboliſhed, fo that they 
are no longer in vie, nonotin the Romiſh Church, which. 
notwithſtanding doth glory ſo much for keeping & obſer- 
ving of traditions approued by antiquity, & receiued for 
Apoftolicall. | | NY Whehs 
| ; Mm 7. 5 3 - Vn. | | 
T he verification of the ſecond meanes of nullity againſt the + 
fiſt allegation. | [ SINGER. | 


T. Ouching the fift allegation that the Scripture cannot be 

the rule, ſeetng it cannot put anerd to the' aiſſentions of : 
them, who make profeſſion to keepe themſelues ftriftly vnts it, 
18 alſo wonderfully perverſe. For queſtions not made of 


{uch arule,as vnrogyhich, all thoſe ſhould truly and indeed 


conforme themſelues, who make a ſhew foto do, neither 
of finding ſuch a Iudge,as all they who profeſſc ro yeeld, & 
reterre themſclues to his judgement, ſhould in effect per- 
forme 1t: fo longas the .-C hurch ſhall be militant here on 
carth,ſuch arule,tuch a Indge will nor be foud. But the que-. 
ſtionis of findingarule,of anding a Tudge, ro whom who- 
toever ſhall ſubmit himſelfe,ro which whoſoever ſhall con- 
torme hunſelfe, ſhall not diſagree fro thoſe who do the like? 

. 2 Otherwiſe © * 


"Ps The ooveratene Tudge | 


men.may feeme to hold themſelues to one cerraine rule, of 
which the doQrin? isevident and playne,for to diſguiſe the 


\ .. bufinefle and colour over a bad caule theſe vices notwith- 


ſtanding will not ſuffer vs intruth to conforme our {clues 
' thereunto,as is ſcene inthe example of the heretiques aboue 
alleaged, who did proteft tg keepe themielues to the Coun- 


” cellofNice, and to the trgditions of the Fathers. Moreover 


! we do tt feeke a rule to which whoſoever conformeth 
himfſclte doth it wholy in all points. For it 1s well knowne 
that the Fathers did conforme rhemſelyes to the patterne 
of the Scripture, to the conſent of the- Church, and'yer 


which ofthem hathdone itſo cxaRly? 'all ofthem by rea- - 


fon of humaine infirmity, difagreing one withanother,and 


oftentimes from thernſclues., He thar ſhall fay,that there- 


fore God ſpeaking in the ſcripture is not Iudge,by the ſame 
reaſon ſhould bee forced to conclude , that. neither the 
Church it ſelfe is Tudge. /Burthe queſtion 1s of finding a 


Tudge, a rule which _—_— cauſe agrement at leaſt m the | 


' Principall points, amongſt all thoſe who ſincerely defire the 


' Knowledge of truth. 


There werebetwixt the Chriſtians andthe lewes great 


. controverſies, they proteſted both the one andthe other 
that the Scripture was the rule. And S* Paw! that hee 
taught nothing but what the Prophets had foretold. And 

| the Iewes would receiue no other doqrine, bur that of 
Atoſes nd theProphets: ceaſed he therefore toconvince the 
Tewes by the Scriptures,and apply them as the rule againſt 


them ? And vnder colour that the Iewes boaſting them- 
ſcluesin Moſes writings, agreed not with the Lords, who 


'made as much or more reckoning of them, did he forbeare 


| Jobs, {| 46. 47:r0 tel themhad yee beleewed Moſer, yee world hame beleened 


y.45- 


| mee, for hee wrote of mee: but if yee beleene not his writings 
how ſhall ye beleens my words? and inthe verſe immediately 


' going before. Do nor thinkethat I will accuſe you to the Fa- 


ther, there is one that will accuſe you, enen Moſes im whom you 


truſh. 
= CHAP. 
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| Otherwiſe alb*it thar paſſion, /and malice hinder nor thar | 


| 
| 
| 
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: CHAP. 13, | 
The verifying of the ſecond meancs of Nulicy againſt the 


| | fxt allegation. 
| Ac 


| 
| 


their heads, and then afterwards fecke it inthe Scripture, 


|| heldthis his Maxime. 


BY T if hereticks for anſwere vnto- the fixt accuſation, 

lay claimero the Scripture,it js not ia cffeR and indeede 
but only inſhew. | and therefore as thote who make ſome 
falſe Demonſtrations in the Mathemarticks, a they 
make v(e of principles of the ſcience, are notwithſtanding 
refuted and convinced by the fame principles,and therefore 
their errour is no ways preiudicious tothe anthority and 
certainty of the Mathematicks: even (© the hereticks, albeit 
for to cloake their. herefie, they tcere in peeces the Scrip- 
ture,and wreſt itto their tence, ought nevertheleſle to bee 
convinced, no otherwiſe, then by the ſame Scriptures of 
which the Lord hath left vnto vs anotable example in his | 
perſon, when being tempted bySatan who applyed and vſed*. + 


againſt himthe ſcripture,he repelled rhe temptation by the 
{ame ſcripture: the holy Fathers alſo did they leaue of to 


beate downe herelie,even fo farre. as toput itto death, b 
this ſword of the ſpirit,albei* .hat heretic alfo in ſhew made 
vicofit. Truly the he.eticks forge their hereſie firſt in TEIEE 
which favoureth them(o little, rhar if their comroverſies om 
were to be determined by it they would not ſubſift,as very well ve de Scripmu- 
faid Tertw/lian, who had never ſuftered himſelfe to be carri- cis ſolisquzſti- 
edaway tothe vaine fancies of Montanus,if he had firmely 2955 fuas fi- | 
_ ys ſtag: {tare non 
EASY Lot poterunits. | 
ok CHAP. 4. - | PLES. | 
. The verifying of the ſecond meanes of Nullity againſt the 
ſeaventh allegation. | 


AS for the Councels if wee. lived in the times of the A- * 
polties, wee ſhould thinke it very expedient to intreate- 
| ow \ them . 


bl Y . 
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them to afſemble themſelves in a Councell to determine. 
our controverſies :.. Their quality, the authority of their | 
charge,or rather theextraordinary gitts, and the particular / 
aſſiſtance of the holy Ghoſt, giuing chem this advantage of 
being-both able and willing to judge infalliblie; hunaine sgno-+ 
rance would not-blinde Gow cies that they could not ſee the 
truth, and: the feare of « Pope, ofan Emperour, of Kings, 
would not hinder them to v tter it. But we ſtand not now ar 
_ thisday,on ſuch termes;rhis z»fallibiliry 1s no, where to bee 
found,there are no more Prophers,no Evangeliſts but only 
_ aSthey exhibirethefclues to vs in their writings:every lea-, 
der oftheChurch taken a part,is fubie&rocrre, &all vnited 
together in'one body, bring with them their portion of 1n- 
firmity,the weakneſſe of humane nature, paſſion, particular 
intcreſt-may intermingle themfſelues int» their conſultati- 
ons, and ſo hoodwinke theireyes that they cannot ſee the 
truth, or fo tye their ——_— that they cannot verer it. Wit- 
| neſſe the trueth of this rhe hiſtory of the Councel of Trent, 
And, Duellij o- * fer forth by thoſe who were engaged more then ordinary 
inſane in tocoucrits ſhame,/ avowed andevidently recewed in this 
Condlio. Tri- Kirigdome of France, to ſtrengthen the oppoſition which 


Whey bebſes * hath bin alwayes framed againſt it, & to vphold theliber-_ 
| | cilj Trident: fy ofthe French Church, a hiſtory which-none hath beene 

Innocentio able to dufprouc to this day. . | | 
Gentileto au- Burhere it may be ſayd, hath not then the Lord in vaine 
_ . . _, | promiſed his aſſiſtance, if wee ſhonld yerdoubt of the infal- 
pi po br adore libility of the determinations of the Councels?Godforbid, 
the Kings of / for 18 it not doubred,nay 1s it not formally denycd that par- 
France an i tha ticular Synodes are infallible? Is it not avouched that they 
Embaſſadows | haue erred, and yet the promiſe ofthe Lord remaineth ſtill 
withthe eters - true? And it will availe nothing to reply here, that the pro- 


| v4 or / mile wasnot made to particular Councels, but tothe gene- 


. Germany. rall which arecalled Occumenicall. For the Lord hathpro- 
But ef.ca'ly | miſed to be as wel inthemid'{t of two or three gatheredto- 
| yead the. biſtory gether in hisname,as of a whole multitude. If this promiſe 

of the en oa f hindreth not, but two or three may erre, how ſhall it oblige 
am Frm? vs to judge better ofa multitude?what thenche Lord ſhall 


carricd 1t notwirthſtan 
 Ferwhich cauſe the Religious wifdome of holy Arhanafing 
cannot (uffictently be praiſed, oppoting himfſelfe againit 


4 
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not hee keepe his promiſe, and ſhall not hee bee juſtified 


when hee ſpeakes? nay, let every man bedeclared a lyer, 
_ thatthe Lord may be acknowledged faithfull and true: tor 


hee hath promiſed not toa multitude only, buralfoto rwo 


or three the aſſiſtance of his ſpirit intheir conſulcations, te 
wit, if they. be gathered together mm his name, \ if they ſceke 


himin truech. But who canne diſcerne who are they; 
it notby the holinefle of their conſtitutions ,which it it be 


notfound in them, wee are not bound to: beleeue that 


they were aſſembled in the name of Chriſt, \nor conle- 
quently that they hane beene made pertakers of the be- 
nefit of ſuch an excellent promiſe . Saint -/ſugaſtine 


well knew this truth when hee affirmed that the Conn- 


cells even thoſe whichare generall may be corrected and 
reformed:  * | ; 


.. To what good then ſerue the Councels?truly oftentimes 


they are fo farre from beeing good, that they are, per- 


nictous: for if the number of thoſe which are good bee 
the lee without doubt the multitude will carry it, \and 


it will bee as the *Councell of the foure hundred Prophets 
-.” andone, holden in the preſence of Tehoſaphar, and-Ahab, 


where the 400 evill _—_ crafhed the one good,and 
ingall the refiſtance he could make. 


them, who required Synodes vnder pretence of refor- 


ming the faith, in alleadging vnto them that wee haue 


the Scripture more' proper for this purpoſe then any 


other. meanes whatſoener, yea that becauſe hee doubted 
| leaſt the multirude of the worler part might ſway the 
ballance. In the time of Gregorse Naz4anzen things were 


come to ſuch a height of corruption , that being ſum- 


monedby Procopies in the Emperours name to come. to \_ Ep 


aSynode,hee excuſed himſfelte laying, that hee' never ſaw 
any good. iſſneofa ſynode. But when'a Councell may bee 
held compoſed of men weltred inthe Scripture; zealous 
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34 _.\ TheSoveraigne Judge 
There isno doubt but ſuch an aſſembly may. bring forth 
' much good, becauſc it might cleare, that which is difficule, | 
| not by it's owne\authority, butby it's ſufficiencie. 'Even as 
When a window\.is opened by a ftrong dextrous hand, 
which was ſhut vp before; the more weake and vnable who 
could not open it, .do {ee the ſun,perceiue'the opening,not 
| | becauſe of any authority of htm that opencd it, butby reaſon 
TS of his ſtrengrh, & dexterity manifeſting it ſelte by a viſible - 
| and ſenfible cet. But ſuch Councels we may rather wiſh 
then looke for. The, deluge of vices which hathover- 
flowed Chriſtendome having drawne vpon vs this horrible 
judgement-Such was thar firſt Councell of Nice, that tooke | 
the Scripture onely for the' rule and ſquare of it's judge- . |} 
ment, andrefuſed not to\ſubmir it ſelfe to the touchſtone 
and triall, as S' ethanaſizs\witneiſeth, propoling toother 
- Councels,ar rather convenrticles,the example of this Conn - 
_ cels modeſty to make ther» bluſh with ſhame and cont ound! 
their pride. mart 
A __ * | And indeedit wasa remarkable thing, thatthe Fathers 
” AP *  proteſted|that they would not vſe the authority of the 
mo | Councell of Nice againſt the Arrians, bur of the {cripture, 
vpon whichthe Councell of Nice is founded, what ſhall 
wee thencouclude, bur that wee eught to approue of the 
good Councells, receiue their ordinances with reverence, 
not becauſe they could not crre, but if fo they haue not er- 
' red, andargue mthis manner againſt Heretickes, when mat- 
ter of right is called in queſtion. The Eonncell hatb [o con- 
«luded according to the Scripture, therefore ut 15 true: and not 
| after this manner. The Conncell hath ſo concluded, therefore 
; 42 z (0. But in matter offaR and touching hiſtory, ro judge 
what 1s that whichis vniverſally beleeucd and recetued,and 
Wt. ay the greater part, wee may wel conclude from the deter- 
LS | mbnationotan Oeccumenicall Councell, that it is beleened | 
' and receiued generally: And theretore the Councells allo | 
are good forithis purpoſe to ſtoppe the, mouth of Here- 
ticks, who might pretendthe conſent of the Church,andby 
.\uch a, prateſtation gweſome ſcandall to the weaker, winch 
; | | \ - . DY 
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by this meanes may cafily be taken _ = I 
- Truly ifthe Councels had thought that their conſultati- 
05 ſhould be approued, becauſe of their authority fimply;8& 
not much more rather,for the truth of them, andrheir con-. 
 tormity with the Scriptures, they had never inſerted im 
| their atsthe places of Scripture,the reaſons on which they 


; grounded en amT  y had never framied vs,a man may 
; Il 


{ay,a verball proceflle of all that had paſſed, but they would 
- haue contented them(clues to haue inſerted the Canons on- 
ly without any turther declaration, but not proceeding at- 
. ter this manner,they would giue vs a reafon of their dehibe- 
ration, and recommend themſelues famous, not by the v- 
turpation of a /4Veraigne authority, but by adeclarationand 
expoſition of the trueth, that ſo our faith might not bee 
grounded vpon humane authority, but vpon that of the [i- 
ving God. | Ns IR ned = 
 _ Andtruly to what cnd isthe ceremony of laying the bible 
vpon the table an a Councell;is it not to declare that it's au- 
_ thority isruledby a Law? andasa Iudge ina politicke e-. 
{tare,who hath-the Princes Law for his rule, ought to judge | 
according tg that law, and is accountable for his judge- 
ment: ſo are the: Councels to determine according to the | 
Scripture, andare bound to make apparant vnto the con- 
ſ{cience,as muchas lyes in them, that they hauc judged ac- 
cording vntoit: but ſome may ſay, Councels at leſtare ſub- 
. ordinate Iudges. Bee it {o; but /wee ſceke a Soveraigne 
Indge,a Indge from whom it is not lawfull to appeale, an 
infallible Tudge. This authority, this priviledge cannot bee - 
gluento Councels. Weeſeckea Tudge that is alwates on 
bench giving audience, a Iudge-to whom wee may at all 
times haverecourſe, and ſuch Councels cannot bee. = 


EN - CHAP. 1s. #a-Y | 

The verifying of the ſecond meancs of Nullity againſt the © 
erght allegationby declaring the impertinasy theredf.  _ 
He laſt point remaineth to be cleared, to wit, whether © 
"the wncertainty of humane madgement .canne cauſe that-” 

| | E 2 | -"**/, ol 


36 TheSoveraigne Judge FT 
God ſpeaking in theScripture ſponld not bee fit to be our Tudge, 
fince aman cannot know, neither - who hath, nor wheth&r 
he himſclfe bath the holyfpirit,or not, And here firſt of 
allcouid wee an{were that- rouching the matter in hand, 
the queſtion ts not whether wee canne know immediare- 
ly;- or as the Schoole ſpeaketh @ priors, who hath the ho- 
_ Iy-Ghoſt: but onely who ſpeaketh according tothe Scrip- 
tures, which being refolued, by conferring the Scriptures, 
with that which is propoſed, wee may cafily conclude, 
if -paſſionand malice darken nor the vnderftanding who 
- propoſeth the. words of the holy Ghoſt, and by this 
canes diſcerne « , poſtertors asthey ſay who hath the ſpi- 
rit, {ceng that in regard of Paſtors and DoRors. none 
preach the word of the ſpirit but thoſe to whom the {pt- 
rit hath ſuggeſted them, how wicked and detcſtable fo-_ 
_ everotherwiſe they may.bee. _ So that the queſtion 1s 
brought to mattcr of fat, to witte; who| prepoſeth thar 
which is contained in the Scripture , which queſtion is 
clearcd inexamining the, Doctrine propoſed by the Scrip- 
"ture; as the proportion of a building is knowne by ap- 
plying of the ſquare and levell. For cxample, the ewes 
of Borea did not directly and 4 priors inquire whether 
- | Saint Paw when hee preached vnto them was inf{pircd. 
| of the holy ſpirit, ar no; it had beene an impoſſible thing 
for them, ſecing it is the property of God alone tobee 
the ſearcher of hearts. - But they made inquirie for all that 
, whether Saint Paw! did ſpeake according to the Scrip- 
tures, and hauing by conferring of Saint Paxls dofrine 
; with the Scriptures, diſcovered the conformity, and how 
they anſwered the one to the other, they judged truly, 
& as indeed it was,to wit,that Saint Par! ipakenot of him- 
ſelfe,but by the holy ſpirit. - Yea the Ancients themſclues, 
bauing todo with heretickes who made ſhew to hold the 
Scripture for their rule, .haue not refuſed to diſpute be- 
fore a Pagan Iudge, who although by reaſon of his vabe- 
| biefe bee was not capableto judge whether of two parties 
| | | | | . maintained 
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maintainedthe truth, pronounced nevertheleſſe and very. 
happily which of the two concluded moſt conformably ro - ; 
_ the Scripture, which both the one and the other alleaged Eg 
for their purpoſe, but the fame ſufficerh vs at this dayin > 
our controverſies: for if it be apparant who ſpeake accor- TIES 
ding tothe Scriptures, noman who maketh prote E 
Chriſtianity doubring of the [Scripture ; the conclu 
will bee plaine and evident,that whoſoever hee be, fp 
according to truth , andby thefpirit of truth : There is ' 
much difference berweene belecuing the Principles of 
Chriſtian Religion, and judging who tcach moſt confor- 
{ mmably ro thoſeprinciples. - To. the firſt, faith and the il- 
luminarion of the holy fpirit, are ab{olutely neceflary:for 
the ſecond, common tente is ſufficient. To beleeue that the 
- Scripture is true; when it teacheth vs that there is but 
| one God, that the Farhcr 1s God, the Sonne God, and 
the holy Ghoſt alſo, that the Father 1s not the Sonne nor 
the holy Ghoſt, neither the one nor the other, for this | 
| faith onely is required . But to inferre from thence 2 12 
that thenature of God is one in number, that the perſons . 
of the Trinity arediſtin&, yet not divided, thatthey com: | 


7 
z 


$ 

r municate in one and the ſame nature, for this I ſay.com- | 
d mon {enfe alone ſufficeth, which cannot deny the confe- | 
o& | quent, thetruth of theantecedent once granted, which 
© withour all doubtcannot bee. comprebended but by faith. 


it It is then in vaine to aske who ſhalljudce of the conſe- 

»- | quences,as ifa man haning learned in a hiltorie how ma- ' 

1c ny companies and how many fſouldiers in every compa- 

W ny were inanarmy,how many troopes of horſc,and how 

Ys many horſemen inevcry troope, one ſhould demand who 

nr ſhall judge whether the number of the ſouldiers of which 

eS, the army did confift be rightly collected fro thence: In like 

he manner if wean proue by the Scripture that,that which . 

x- | ©. Chriſt gaueto his diſciples, was bread broken, andif wee _ os 
be- | - proue by the ſame Scripture that. the body of Chriſt is | 
es not broken inthe Euchariſt, and that yet much lefle the | 

ried es 
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: PR bre$d broke is, Chriſts body,todemad here who ſhall judge 
F 2 whether 2 men may inferre from hence that the Lord gaue {| 
." __ .* notvsexternally his own body in the Euchariſt is all oneas |; 


toaske, who hath common tenſe; Likewiſe, when the 
SS 4p Apoſtle fayth,thar wee are ſaued by grace, through faith, and 
EP." 9.  rhiat nor of aur ſelues,zt ts the gifrof God,not of workes leaſt any 
man ſhould Boaſ®, Ttit bee asked here who ſhall judge, 
\ whether it can be gathered from hence, that wee are not (a- 
ved by the merit of our workes , but by faith, wholly rely- 
R ing vponthis grace, 'withour hauing merited it our ſelues 
| by any workes of ours? 1s notthis to aske howa man might 
know that hee 1s in his ſenſes? Bur it the conſequence bee }| 
ſo obſcure, thatit'is hardeto judge 6f it, this is an argu- 
ment that there is ao .conlequence at ail: the nature of 
which is ſuch, thatina manner it forceth our vnderſtan- 
ding to yeeld vntoitaAnd to allow of it, albeit we had {tus 
' diedin no other logicke then that of nature. | 


5.0 CHAP./16. E 
' The verifying of the ſecond meanes of Nullity againſt the 
| eight allegarion by declarmg the wurrgeth thereof. 


| 
: 
| 
| 
' 
l 


BVT ifwee proceede ſo fagre asto demand how we may 
know, whether the Scripture bee the coppy of the declared 
willof God,fincea mancannot know,neither who hath,nor - ' 
> whether hee himſelfe hath the ipirit of God or no; the an- 
{were is very eaſie, hee who knowethnot whether he hath , 
-.  theſpiritor no,velongs not toChrilt;andtheretore it 1s nor. 
| : ſtrange if he knowesnot the voyce of Chriſt; bur all thoſe 
Rom b.g. who belong toChrifſt are made partakers of his ſpirit. If any 
WIE! $00, hath he ſpirit of (hrs e 4s none of his « AsY ma 
| | man hath uot the ſpirit of (hriſt hee is none of his « As ma 
| 45 are led by the ſpirit of God,they are the ſonnes of God, they | 
hane not receiued the [þirit of bondage againe to feare, but the 
ſperit of adoption which eryeth. Abba Father in their hearts. 1 
The ſpwit at ſelfe beareth witneſſe to thew {pirit, that they | 
are the children of God. They, are ſealed untill the redempts- 
on of the purchaſed poſſe/on', hee is vnto them a ipirit * 
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| of wiſdome and reuelation: - They are the fheepe of (hriſt, 19910-3-4'5 *- 
| _ theyhheare and know the woyce of their ſheepheard. They follow R 
| him, and the vaice of a firanger they will not follow but will a +79 

flie from him, for they kaow not bis voyce. The Father driues * 

them to Chriſtthey are taught of God,they haue learned of _- | 

the Father, they are ſpirituall, and therefore comprehend 519 454 oh 

the things that are of God, becaule the (ptrit hath revealed | 
- the vnto them, & they are ſpiritually diſcerned. They have . i 

-receiued the anoynting by the holy ſpirit and. know all | 
_ things: God hath written his lawes 13 their hearts. Chr:/# nope 4 

awels there by faith. Thew badtes are the temples of the holy te "iy 

Ghoſt. And thoſe who are adorned and enriched 15 ſump- Lute i. 73, 

ruouſly, canthey bee ignorant of the exccllencie of the dia» — 

mend, and the magniticencie of the riches which they poſ- 

{cfle? Thofe who arcenlightened with ſuch a light, vpon - 

whom the Lord cauſeththe day to- {pring from on high to 
. thine,andthe light of his countenance to airſe, to whom he 
' tsthe ſunandbuckler, the ſunne of rzghteoutneſle, bearing . 

| heaithvnder his wings , whoſe eyes hee hath cnlightened, 
can they doubt whether they walke in his light? 

- Shall the naturall man by his rcafon comprehend that he E- 
diſcourſcth,and the ſpirituall man ſhall not hee diſcerne by ; 
 theſpirit,that hee hath the ipirn *. #319 

And here ſome man may ſay vnto vs; But how many 
| may bee found who boaſt, nay who thinke,Ferily they : 
| ] hauetheſpirit, and. yetare groiſely decciued; how many | 
' | hauethe jpirit, and yet erre oftentuney/1n their tudge- | 

ments? and indeede it isfo - but 1s tt ot either a ſtrange * | : 

* perverlity,or indilcretio,to interre from thence that none : 
, * | can know, that none can judge an&diicerneafluredly to 

, | falvation,the ſpiritual things whith God hath revealed ' 
,  } ontwardly to tus by lus word, & inwardly by his fpirit?For  : 
do we not ſee amoglt men how many there are who glory, | 


\ | | anddecemuethemſelues with * falte opinion of wiidome, | 
4 .- | beingindeed imprudent &fooliſh, & yet whofoever would | 
yy conclude trom thence, that hee why is truly wife, cannot | 

| {| know that hee is {o; ſhould bring into the world not that en 8 
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, : F 


_ | profeſſeth;The ignor 
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the Academiques,but even the Pyrronianſuſpence of judg- 


. ment. Ifthenthe boaſting and venity ofa foole, cannor- 
- prejudice the affured knowledge, which hee who is wile 


can, and onght to hauc of wiſdome; no more can the falſe 
per{wafions of hypocrites which proceede from the illufi6 
of Satati,ſhake the certainty of that aſſurice which procee- 
deth from the ſenſe | and teeling ot the ſpirit dwelling in |; 
the heart of the ſpirituall man,and giuing as wee haue faid, / 

teſtimony to his {pirir. Yeathe conformity of his mott-/ 
ons withthe word of the Scripture,aflures and ſtrengthens 


| hiai,andputterh a difference betweene the ſence andfeeling |; 


he hath, and vhat which ariſcth from the falle illuſion of $Sa- 
tan, which hath no ofgher -rule then it felte. From the tame 
fountaine either of malice or vnadviſcdnefle it proceedes 
that vnder pretence that thoſe who haue rectiued the tþi- 
 rird6erre {ometimes, they would conclude, /that inthar 
which isneceffary to falvation they cannor paſſe any cer- 
taine judgement: for the wiſelt m-the knowl& ge of world- 
ly buſineſſes may offend againſt the rules pf wiſdome} and | 


| yet who will deny for all this but they cangiue adviſe and 


ſure, counſell , Weefay, ſure,according to the rules of 
wiſdome : For no mancan an{were for the event which 
is oftentimes contrary to the wiſedome of. Connell and 
tavouroth raſh attempts. The leayned are ignorant of ma- 
ny things, butnotof fuch without which they cannot de- 


 ſeruethar name). As then the prudent differ not from 
| fooles in thisthat they never commit any follies ; bur in; 
this thatgheir follies are not 


roſſe,arenot ordinary, and as 
the difterence that is between the learned &the ignorat co- 
liſts inthat whichis the Principall in the Science which he 
at onthe contrary 1s either ignorant of 


. | all, or knowes very Aittle, and even that little which hee 
| Kknowes to ſpeake/properly hee knowes nor. 'So the diffe- 
rence that is betweene the man ſpiritually wife, him that 
is ignorant according to the ſpirit, it 1s1ot in this that the 
Spirituall mari never, bur in that hee erres riot groflely and 
: ordinarily : Not in that hee knowesall, but1a that hee 

SETY IE knowes 


ky 
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| . knowes all that which is neceffary in his profefiion,where- 
' | as hgethatis ſpiritually fooliſh and igrorant, erres almoſt . 
- alywayes,erres ordinarily,is ignorant of that which isnecef« - 
{xry that he ſſiould know for the making of himiclfc fuchas 


ce profefſeth himfelfe to bee... And euen as there is a 
' great diſproportion betweene foolesand witemen inthe or- 


J 


ned and ignorant in the knowledge of good arrs,and yet all 
the wiſe inthat kind are notequally wite,nor allthe learned 
cqually learned,nay in that very humane and-tecular wite- 


the eyes of their vnderftanding the God of this world hath 
blinded,and yet there is noone among(t them all, who hath 
attained tothe higheſt degree'oft pertetion. , 
' Weeconcluderthen, that as thote that belong not to the 
Lord,cannot aſſure themſclues of his ſpirit, and by conle- 
quent'cannor diſcerne his word vnto faluation: ſoall thoſe 
that arc his,do tecle the effticacie of his (pirit in their hearts, 
cuenas they teele and tinde in them(clues by experience the 
vic of realon; and judge by thefpirit of {pirituall things 
they judge of things that canne bee comprehended by 1t.. 
It ſufficcthvs to haue proucd that thi faithfull haue an afſu- 
red and certaincrule inthe Scripture. 


CHAP. 17. ] a 


ame 


The verifying of the third meanes of nulhity againſt the 
allegations, | | | - 4 
the two firft meancs of Nullity propolcd- againſt the eight 


that they tend t9 the [ubverſionof ( rijtian Religion. * 


! 


dtnary courte and cariage of their lines; betweene the lear- 


dome,and learninz,there is no one perfectly wije, perfectly | 
learned:* fo-great 1s the difference betweene thote whom 
God hath enitghtned with his knowledge, and thoſe whom 


propoled in the word, |after the ſame manner as by reaton, 


my 


- Andby theſe reaſons wee thinke wee hate made good” 
allegations; It remainerh that wee verife the third, towit, 


bs 
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To come then tothe point,let vr firſt of all conſider that 


' their ayme 1s to proue that a Chriſtia can haue no aflurance 
of his Religion oft that which he oughtto beleeue,vy the 


4> 


| #2" becauſe it is dumbe,obſcure, ambiguons, imperfett, 


which cannot aſſure thoſe who depend on it ,and may bee allea- 
\ged #nfavourof heretickes. It that deteltable opinion bee 
once enegrafted in the hearr, as it isſet forth and maintained 
by-word, and writing,what will become I pray you of the 
authority of the Church, which is grounded vpon the 
Scripture? it the foundationof it be fo falty,is it fior to bee 
feared thatzhe building! will finke ? If a Chriſtian cannor, 
yea oughtnot to, ground himſelte vpon the Scripture by 


reaſon of theſe-pretended imperfections, with what conft- | 


dence ſhall hee ground himfelfe vpon the authority of the 


| Church,which hath no other foundation,then this founda- | 
tion {o imperteR,if the foreſaid _—_ be true ? But if | 
taile,this of the (crip- 


| the oneandtheother propÞe of faith t; 
| eure,and conſequently that of the authoriry of the Church 
grounded ontheScripture,fas of neceſſity when the founda- 
tion is vndermined, thoſe that leane vpon the wall muſt fall 
\ together with the wall )whart will become of the authority, 
" of theafſurance of Chriſtian Religion ? Theright of the 
| Churchis called inqueſtion, and | wy either as a daughter 
produces the {cripture, the coppy of the Teſtament of her 
| Fathex,or asa ſpouſe brings forth the Scripture,the cotract 
of her marriage, and this Teſtament is foiid dumbe, obſcure, 
. ambiguous, of a double meaning, being not able to cleare 
; themight ofthe Church, nay which may bee unployed a- 
\. gainſt her. | In this caſe what ſhall bee the foundation ? 
what the title?what the proofes ofthe right ofthe Churclz? 
willthey not be found(if we belecue the allegations) to be 
dumbe, ambiguous, obſcure, imperfect prootes? and con- 
tequently ſhallnot the right, inſtead of being confirmed\be- 
come invalide and ' of no force ? And who will not judge 
_ that the. Church proceeds not fairely attributing to her {clt 
 ſogreatauthoriry, and maintaining it by prootes fo defe- 
'- ue, or who will belceue that the tame i5,the true C_— 
| k- tne 
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the true, people of God ,, who ſhewa Teſtament,acoue- 


nant of God, cotracted with her ;zwhich ſhe confeſſerhto'be_ 
ſet downe in dumbe words;obfcure, ambiguous, applyable 


-- to. every ſenſe, and which may be producedand vrged a- 


gainſt her felfe? ; | | 4 >" i 
How will the Atheiſts laugh at this? & how,alas!will the 


» conl{ciences of thetn bee ſhaken, that belecue and recejue 
* ' this opinionot the obſcurity, ambiguity, and inſufficiencie 


of the Scriptures? | | 

« Lertvs con(ider in the ſecond place that their ayme ts ts 
caſt all Chriſtians into incertainty;ſtriuing to proueby theſe 
allegations that a manin what concernes Religionought to. 
miſtruſt hisowne judgement, which being once granted, 
how {hall a man know whether hee deceines not himſelfe 
in beleeving that thereisa Church? Here the Scripture. 
cannot {uccour or helpe: for it is pos that it can- 
not afford any certainty - It is laid for a toundation, . that a 
Chriſtian hearing, reading, meditating on the Scripture 
may coozen and deceiue humfclte. Neither can a manin this 


ſtraight haue recourte tothe teſtimony of the holy Ghoſt; 
for theallegation preſuppoſerh, that it cannot be knowne 


neither who hath, neither whether a man himſelfe hath the 
holy ſpirit or no. , And as for the authority of the Church, 
it cannot bee alleaged, for queſtion may bee made whether 
there be any Church atall. Asthen to him who ſhould doubt 
whether there ought to be a Pope in the world, it would 


| leeme ſtrange & tar fro the purpoſe to alleage the teſtimony 


of the Pope, © forto perſwade him that there ought to bee 
one: Evenſo when we are to proue, that rhere is a Church, 
it is in.vaine to alleage the teſtimony of che Church. It 
then Chriftian Religion hath no foundation, either in the 
Scripture,or in the teſtimony of the holy Ghoſt, or inthe 


authority of the Church, as it followeth from the allegati- 


on,, where ſhall ſhee ſeeke, where ſhall ſhee finde where-v- 
pon to vphold her ſelfe 2 ſhall it bee in Philoſophie? _ 
much lefſe ; for if'a Chrittian man cannot judge whe? 


| ther there be a Church by the{pirit; as not being able to aſ[- 
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ſure himſelfe whether hee hath the ſpiric, much leſle able - 
ſhall hee be to doit by his reaton, which without the {pirit 
18 ftarke blinde in ſpiricuall things. 

: Tervs in the third place conſider that in the diſputes 
Caching the markes/and notesof the Church, it 1s quettio- 
ned what they-arc? one is of 'one opinion, another of ano- 
ther, whence may a ccrtaine knowledge of them bee haul ? 
ſhall itbee:from he Scripture? bur the allegation. prefuppo- 
{cth that it is impoſſible : ſhall it bee from the Church? ne-! 
yerthe nearer: for ito litle appeares which is the Church, ' 
that it is controverſed what are her markes by which ſhe is 

. Knowne. 

Let vs inthe fourth place conſider, (that grant wee had 
found the markes of the Church,according tothe allegation - 
which caſts men into incertitude, )it could not be diſcerned 
to what congregation to apply them, among@ ſo many and 
divers alfemblies,who challenge them: tor it is ſuppoled-as 
grantedaccordingto the allegation, that the Scriprure can- 
kot here guide vs, that wee may decewe our {clues in ma- 
King the choyce: - and the teſtimony of the Church can as 
little helpe vs, if firſt of all it bee not preſuppolcd that ir 

hath the markes of the Church, whichis the point in que- 
\ſtion: forwee fſccke in what "Church the matkes ofthe | 
\Church are to bec found:and to rely herein v pon theteſti- 
\mony of the Chnrch dech preftuppote thatwee know al- 
ready in whatChurch the markes of the C hurchare found. 
Ler vs inthe fift place conſider that accordingto the alle- 
gations there 1s no.mcanes how /a. man cotiverted to the 
_ |Church, canne bee afſured of his Religion: For if hee bath 
\not beene convinced by lawfull arguments, neither his pro- 
feſſion, which followed: the conviction of bis conſcience 
ſhall be awful. It is very certaine that if the foundation of - 
his faith who hath beene cunverted, bee the autherity 
ofthe Church, the foundation of his conuerfion bath nor 
beene lawtull. for there was no meanes to periwade' him, 
that the Church hath any ſuch authority , in allcadging to 
 bimche ccltioatny of the Church.”, And the allegation of 


Scripture 
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Scripture, andof reaſforjaccording to their ſuppoſition, is 
not a lawful meanes to relolue the conſcience. Having bin 
then brought to acknowledge theauthority of the Church | 
founded vponthete arguments, tt cannot be but weake and Fo 
vnlawtfull ;, and conſequently the belcefe of all that hee - 1 
'.., harhbelecued, as depending vpon the authority which hee 

- giveth vnto the Church. And indeede iftuch a one whom 
wee would 'convert doth queſtion the authority of the 
Church, ſhall we proue vato him that whercot he doubterh, 
by alleaging vnto-him that whereot hee maketh likewiſe 
dcubt? the p—_— then of hrs conucrſion to the acknow- 


 kdgment of the Church cannot haue beene the authority of 
the Church. If then no man can bee afſured of the foundati- Dy 

on of his converſion, no more.neither can hee bee which is 

; builded vpon the foundation. ; 5 | 

| | ' -Intheſixtplacelet vs oblcrue thatrhe Church which is 

> || _ called Catholiquenever ſpeaketh by word.of mouth, they - * 

- are the particulars that are her Hzeralds.. It may beede-". _ | 

- | mandedrhenby what meanes a man tnay bee aſſured that  '. | » 
S theY ditcharge their place faithfully, ſince they may erre in Hk 
t propoſing doctrine contrary to the meaning of the Church? 

- | Thiscannot bee by the Scripture:for according to the alle. 

e | gation,truth and falſehood cannot be diicerned by it;no,nor 

- | bytheteſtimony of the Church;tor ſhe ſpeaketh norburt by 

- particular m<n,of whom itis doubted whether they baue 

Y taithfully reported the determinarionof the Church: . 

be || In the Seaventhplace ler vs conſider, thatifthe authority 

Ic of the Church bee the foundation of faith, every one ſhall 

h | - beleeue becaute his companion hath belecued; andſochri- 

J- {tian religion ſhall bee made ridiculous :.for ſeeing the \. 

CC Church is a congregation of perions in which every one we 

of «|. grounds hisfaith vpon the authority of the whole congre- ET4 

ty |. gationof whichthey are Members, - it will neceſlarily fol. by 
ot: | low, that every one 'of them ſball belecue apart becauſe all *- * 

m,. hauc belecued together. © Ju 

tol-| . | Intheeightplacelet, vs weigh this horrible inconvent- 
'of | - ence ,thatwe ſhall not belecuethe myſteries vf the "Trinvit, 
are | ; F 3 ae” of F of , 
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of the incarnation of rhe redemption of mankinde, but by 

* heare-ſay, becauſe our Anceſtours,our Parents, our fellyw 
burgeſſes,haue beleeued fo ; and ihall not belecue tharthey. 


# +, haue beeyethe Church of God, but becauſe they haueleft 


this teſtimony. of themſelues, whichthe Iewes may viarpe 
' withthelike appearance of right,it we renounce the autho- 
rity of Scriptures. * = | ; 


. % 


p 


poſſible, into what, and how many execrable abſurdities 
ſome amongſt them vnadviſedly precipitate themſclues, 
who by the meanes of theſe allegations endeavour to draw 
vs from the judgement of God ſpeaking in the Scripture, to 
the judgement of men pretending the title of the Church 


fineſſe,if wee way be judge of him according to his wri- 


that his intent was to overthrow the 'Romiſh Religion. 
* He was a French man and a louer of publike peace, hee did 
' know that ſo to maintaine it, it behoued that the moſtwel- 


mended in publike the. Romith Religion: from thence hee 
had his meanes: But wee are extreamely diſpleaſed, that 


ſpect ofall Religion. = = 
Furthermoreas we haue proved the iniquity of the judg- 


- paſſe onthe Scripture: ſo wee hopethart it will be cafic to 
_ tee their aſſignemet of a judge in ſending vs tothe Church, 
is eyther 5{ufive or impoſſible; illufiue, if by'the Church 
they vnderſtand themſelues: for fince they arc our oppo- 


Church they vnderſtand the myfticall body of our Lord 


' Ictus Chriſt,to whom only notwithſtanding the promiſes 

haue beene made; For. who canne diſtintly point out the 

Members of that body but hee alone who 1s the head? And © 
| | . ;» | who 


_ » Now haue wee vermed, this laſt' meanes of Nullity not | 
toyncente.any, (God 1s our witnefle,) bur to ſhew if itbee-. 


| being moſt certains that he who vrged principally this bu- + 


tings aymedeſpecially to lay the foiidatio of Atheiſme, not 


-- come andthe moſt approoucd Religion was fo be mAſntai- . 
ned. ,Wethinke it not ſtrange, that hee ſhould haue com= 


he durſt teſtific by his writings his contempt, and litle re- 


ment which the Do@ors who call themſclues Catholickes . | 


. ſite parties,they cannot bee our judges. 48 tit" if by the_. 


—— 
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who canthen aſſemble them? And if this be unpofſible, how 
 ſhalthatChurchberthe judge which we require? A ſpeaking 
* Tudge,a well knowe Judge,to whom all may have theirre- - ',. | 
courle, by whom all may bee reſolued. - And therefore ,, *. +. * 
.we perſiſt in our demand that wee may. be remitted to an=.,g 
{were before that vnlyſpeRed Judge, and acknowledged of ;iſfcapus 2ilg- 
all Paxtics,to WW It, Gad ſpeaking un the $ CYEPrares. þ Fe uitanus contr2”; 
; Let vs concludethen with Oprarizs Aileriicanns;* Let yo Parmenianuta | 
 bodly beltene you, let no body beleene vs, for indeede wee are op- lid. 5. Tomo. 2c) 
4. poſite parties. Wee muſt (ceke then Indges; if wee take them, wma 5 SE 
from among hriſtians;they can be neither of the on» nor the 0- colunina,; ev | 
ther partie, they muſt be ſought then without If wee call a Pa- tionePacifient | 
gan,hee knowes not Chriſtian myſteries; if a Tewehee i5 an ene= 157 5+ Ee 
my of Chriſtian Baptiſme . Wee cannot then finde on earth any Dn Yobis, 2-5 
Iudge of this buſineſſe, wee muſt then ſcehe a Indge from hea- Ges oP | 
men. But why knocke wee at heauens gate, ſince wee hane the comentohi has | - > 
TESTAMENT »n the Goſpel? for here we may compare terre- mines ſumus, | 
- triall things with celeſtialliit is as if a man had many chil- Querendi ſunt: | 
. dren; whileſt hee 1s. with them he gonerneth and commandeth ——— 
T7 | . ſtizni,de viraqz | 
every one of them; his Teſtament ts not as yet neceſſary. But as od ded mo. 
the Done iallfacker Fling humſelfe nere hs end,and fearing ue deforis | 
' that after his death,the bond of peace being broken, contentions querendus eſt | | 
. and debates may ariſe amongſt the brothers; calling witneſſes, jadex, f Pagg« | 
þ gneth in tablsi.to endure for ener that which he hath within his nog 
dying heart,that if there happen any ſtrife berween the brothers; n_ : wo = | 
' #t ſhal not be needful to go to the graue,but that the Teftamerbe qzy, inimicus | 
ſought for mm the dumbe tables, fro whence he rhat reſts quietly eſt Chriſtiani 
| | bapriſmatis,Er- | 
go in terris de hacte nullum poterit reperiri wdicium: de coelo querendus eſt iudex.ſed vr 
quid pulſamus ad ccelum,cum habearaus hic in Evangelto Teſtamentum 2 Quia hoc loco | 
reRge pofluntterrena caleſtibus comparari: taleeit, quod quiuis heminum habens nume- | 
-ofos filios, His quamdi pater prafens eſt, iple imperar (inzulis:non eſt adhuc necethrium” / 
reſtamentum, Sic & Chriſtus,quamdiu prezſens nterrisfuit (quarauis nec modo defit) pro 
rempore quicquid neceſfariumerat, Apoſto}isimperavit Sed quomodo rerrenus pater cumle 
inconfnio ſenſerit morris, timens ne poſt mocremiuam ropta pace,litizent frarres, adkibi- 
tisteſtibus voluntarem luam de peQore moriturocransfert inkabular div duraturas.Erfifue- | 
'Fit inter fratres contentio nata,ncnuur ad tumulum, fed queritur reframentum. Er' qui in 
tumulo quieſcit,tacitisde tabulis loquitur viuus. Is; cuius eſt reftame: om in c#lo cf, Ergo + 
-| voluntascius,velutinteſtameuto,ficin Evangelio inquiratur, - 
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